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N e w s l e t t e r o f C S Ya c h t O w n e r s We s t
Telegraph Harbour Rendezvous

There was perfect summer weather and an
excellent turnout for our fall rendezvous at the
Telegraph Harbour Marina, September 11-13.
CS boats attending were Blue Peter (33), Carriad (27), Cashelmara (36), Deckadance (33),
Falcon (33), Gadgets (36), Hannibal (33), Huff
N'Puff (33), Inishmor (33), Lollipop (Q28), Miracles(40), Polaris (36), Quantum Leap(Q28), Rosmond (36), Secondwind (36), Slip Stream II (36),
Tack Tic (34), Trelawney 1 (36), Whistler 1(36),
Wind Dancer (36). Bob Cook of My Windsong
(33) crewed for his brother, Ron, on Slip Stream
II. Gary and Arvita Cotter, the new owners
of C-otter (33), just imported from Ontario,
joined us by ferry for the day on Saturday. Leo
Routledge of Falcon (33) anchored out on Friday night, and departed for a race at Ladysmith
early Saturday morning. The race was cancelled due to lack of wind so Leo rejoined the

rendezvous for the rest of the weekend. Pierre and Sally Porcheron, formerly of Katia,
joined us for the weekend in their palatial
Catalina 42, Shumka. Stephanie Greer and
Carsten Nachtigahl, formerly of Polaris, stayed
at a B & B. We had twenty-three boats represented and forty-two people.
We had a record number of new owners at
this rendezvous. In addition to the Cotter's,
there were four other sets of 2009 new owners. There were Ken and Cathy Carey of
Inishmor, another recent import from the East;
Klaus Grosse who single handed from Maple
Bay in Secondwind; Craig and Alison Meredith,
also from Maple Bay, in Rosmond; and Ron
and Linda Windrim, the new owners of
Continued on page 3

Commodore’s Corner
Hello fellow sailors! It is already February…
can spring be far behind? We returned from
our hiatus in Mexico to rain and more rain but
at least the boat is pretty clean. We are planning to cruise the Gulf Islands and the San
Juan’s this summer: have you made plans
yet? Be sure to mark our Spring Rendezvous
at Ganges and the mini’s on your cruise schedule. John and Sylvia Taylor have done a super
job organizing the schedule which is listed
elsewhere in the newsletter.

pletely!! We are working on setting up an alternative event for you (not quite as big as the
boat show) to make Saturday more interesting. Mike McGaw has volunteered to check
our suggestions and make a recommendation. Stay tuned to Stephanie’s emails for details as they become available.

Some of our members are again cruising in
Mexico: Hola Bill and Janet Jackson, soon to be
there; Tom and Pam Shenton. Anyone that I
missed? What a wonderful alternative to
As you may know the boat show was originally growing mold here in the Pacific Northwest.
moved to April to accommodate the Olympics
and we moved our Vancouver dinner meeting
also, then the roof on BC Place decided to fail Continued on page 3
and the boat show was cancelled com-
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Telegraph Harbour Rendezvous - Continued from page 1
Polaris now based in Schooner Cove. Linda was
“volunteered” to sell raffle tickets and did a stellar job.

visiting boat joined the team and won with the aid of a radio
powered car to carry the final ball to the right spot.

Ray Wall, designer of the CS 27, 33, 36T, and the Quanta,
and his wife Pauline, arrived in their Quanta on Saturday with
their two dogs. Ray attempted to keep a low profile but
received a round of applause for his designs at the Saturday
afternoon technical discussion. Ray gave Sue Hoover some
gratefully received tips on making her Quanta easier to sail
single handed.

After lunch, Mary Ellen plied the ladies with margaritas in her
cockpit where they exchanged valuable information. The guys
checked out anchor lockers or whatever turned them on. By
mid afternoon, after the return of the Chemainus group, we gathered in the pavilion for the technical discussion session, led by
Dick Duffley who was “volunteered “ at the last moment. There
was the usual discussion of various problems and solutions.
Some of the ladies took the opportunity to leaf through old CS
West photo albums and to bemoan how some of us had aged!

Happy hour on Friday consisted of a Boat Hop mixer. Five
boats of long term members were designated as host boats.
Boaters were given a schedule of which boats they were to
be on for each of three rounds. After half an hour Stephanie
would ring the bell as a signal to move on to the next host
boat. This worked fairly well with only the occasional mix
up or mutiny. Afterwards the socializing and boat inspections continued until bed time.
Saturday was a full day. John and Sylvia Taylor organized a
cooked breakfast in the pavilion: juice, coffee, pancakes, sausages, and scrambled eggs. John, Norm Smyth, Don
Grovestine, and Mary Ellen Spinar filled the role of short
order cooks. After breakfast, some people took the ferry
to Chemainus to check out the murals and/or shop. Ron
Drane of Miracles organized a bocce ball tournament for the
rest of us. The rules were creative. A young boy from a

The day ended with a barbecue dinner in the pavilion. There was
no shortage of good things to eat. Binoculars, wine, and other
goodies were raffled. A good time was had by all; judging by the
noise level.
The rendezvous ended with coffee, cinnamon buns, and a group
photo (talk about herding cats!) on Sunday morning. We all
checked the Farmers Market in the pavilion before our general
exodus.
Many thanks to John and Sylvia Taylor, Mary Ellen Spinar, and all
those who helped make this a successful rendezvous.
Stephanie Greer

Commodore’s Corner - Continued from page 1
We did some upgrades to our navigation system last September upon our return from the Telegraph Harbour rendezvous. Radar finally reached the top of our list and that
cascaded a number of other changes. Suffice it to say, I feel
like Capt. Kirk on the Enterprise now, when we power up
and switch on all the goodies. The only thing missing now is
warp speed but then it is a sailboat! We are really looking

forward to the first cruise this spring to try out everything and to
knock the slime off the bottom of the boat.
Looking forward to seeing you all in Vancouver on April 10th.
Mary Ellen
Wind Dancer

New Members
A warm welcome to our new members:
Garry & Arvita Cotter

C-otter(33)

Squamish YC

Earl Jergens & Lesley Semple

Cartouche(30)

Deep Cove YC 604-929-4093

coveman@shaw.ca

Olympia, WA

davidworkman@comcast.net

David Workman & Clover Lockard Respite(27)

604-898-3213

360-456-8652

photoman@telus.net

Fall Dinner – SNSYC

Fall Dinner – SNSYC
Thirty seven CS and Quanta owners representing nineteen
boats attended the CS West dinner meeting at the Sidney
North Saanich Yacht Club on Saturday, November 7th. Boats
represented were Blue Lagoon, Blue Heron, Blue Peter, Carriad,
Cashelmara, Deckadance, FarFetch, first morning, Gadgets, Kaiulani, Musashi, Quantum Leap, Rosmond, Secondwind, Slip Stream
II, Sloop Therapy, Summer Ours, and Summer Snow. Our Commodore, Mary Ellen Spinar, missed the show as she and Don
were stranded in Port Ludlow on Wind Dancer with alternator
problems while returning to Poulsbo from Port Townsend
where they had some electronic toys installed. Don
Grovestine, our webmaster, attended happy hour but had to
leave before dinner.
About a dozen members had attended an enlightening afternoon tour of the Victoria Coast Guard Control Centre in Pat
Bay organized by Norm Smyth. Although many of us had done
the tour some years ago, we still got a lot out of the visit. It
was great to see and hear what happens at the other end of
our VHF radios and to get an appreciation for the valuable service the Coast Guard provides.
After an hour spent socializing, catching up with old friends and
then a sit down dinner, John Taylor introduced our speakers.
They were two RCMP officers, Mike Schmeisser and Kevin
Dumaine, from the West Coast Marine Detachment. The
Detachment is located in Nanaimo. It has 32 regular members
and two support staff. The three patrol vessels, Commissioner Class high performance catamaran Patrol Vessels, are
double crewed which enables them to be operational 365 days
a year. All are experienced in policing work and also have extensive marine training. Crews have to be compatible as they
work and live together in cramped quarters for two week
shifts. They are stretched thin.
The officers ticket intoxicated skippers, go after log and drug
smugglers, warn boats to stay away from whale pods, and generally try to keep our waters safe. Mike and Kevin were part of
the team that met the Ocean Lady, a ship recently caught smuggling refugees from Shri Lanka.
John thanked our speakers and sheepishly presented them each
with a bottle of wine “to drink when they got home.” The
patrol boat was at the reciprocal dock for the night. They
were leaving for Victoria early in the morning as part of the
security for Charles’ and Camilla’s visit.
We, Carsten Nachtigahl and Stephanie Greer, former owners
of Polaris, were blindsided by being presented with a Life

Membership to CS West by Norm Smyth, who was filling in
for Mary Ellen. Not having gracious speeches prepared and
being rather overwhelmed, we rather mumbled our thanks.
Public speaking has never been my forte which is why I always
do the behind the scenes stuff. We have both been active
members of CS West since its inception in 1997. We bought
Polaris in the autumn of 1995 and sailed up to Desolation Sound
in the summer of 1996. We kept meeting CS owners asking
why didn't we have a group. Mike McGaw (Blue Heron) had a
list of other owners, so did Barbara and Dieter Giese of Blue
Lagoon. We met Kathie and Bob Thompson (Heron) and Bill
and Janet Jackson (Optical Illusion). More names were collected.
At one point, there were six CSs in Roscoe Bay and we all got
together for happy hour.
Bill Earle (formerly of Arbutus Girl) booked a meeting room at
the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club in April 1997. The Gieses
handed me their list of names and took off for Mexico in Blue
Lagoon. I contacted all known owners about the proposed
meeting and ended up being given yet more names. The meeting was held, CS Yacht Owners West was born, and an organizing executive formed. Bill Earle printed the first membership list. Mike McGaw was our first Commodore (Chair then).
Most of those early members have served on the executive at
one time or another. Our first rendezvous was in May 1997 at
Port Browning with twelve boats (double the following year)
showing up. The rest, as they say, is history. We first expected to have about thirty members. We now average about
85 CS owners from the Pacific Northwest as members. Boats
change hands and sometimes vanish from our radar but usually
the new owner joins. Others move out from the East with
their retiring owners. We have really enjoyed being involved in
CS West. We have made many good friends.
When we took off for the summer in Polaris, there were people we knew nearly everywhere we stopped: Ganges, Nanaimo,
Schooner Cove, Comox, Secret Cove. We all helped each
other out when needed: tows, fixing heads, etc.
When the time came to give up Polaris, she sold (too) quickly
due to referrals from other CS owners who did the sales job
for us. We will miss all the cameraderie and group happy
hours in peaceful anchorages now that we have become landlubbers. We hope to still attend as many CS West events as
possible to keep up with our CS West friends. Many thanks to
all of you.
Stephanie Greer

Our New Life Time Members - Carsten and Stephanie

Schooner Cove Yacht Club Summer Cruise - 2009
Tips for Cruising - Barb Giese has kindly put this together, based on a trip she and Dieter made last summer.

are pricey, but good. The store is well stocked with home
made bread and liquor. Good showers and laundry.

July 31 - Port Harvey - We skipped Port Neville in favor of
July 25 - Tribune Bay, Hornby Island - South-east winds, that
were not forecast, started up around 9:00 P.M.. The worst part Port Harvey. Johnston Strait was slow going against the tide.
Port Harvey Marina is new and they are trying hard. Good
was the cross-swell after the wind died. Not a fun night.
store, small restaurant and water.
July 26 - Comox Bay Marina - This was a good marina with all
the amenities. There was a spot at the bottom of the ramp that Aug 1 & 2 - Lagoon Cove - Great happy hours with prawns.
Lots of hiking trails, washroom, shower, water and hydro.
was good for our happy hour.
July 27 & 28 - Campbell River, Discovery Harbour Marina This was handy to shops, good showers and washrooms. Diane
and Ken found a shady spot in front of the yacht brokers for
happy hour. Boats were spread out due to the variety of sizes.

Aug 3 - Forward Harbour - We skipped Port Neville (again) as
there were good sailing winds that took us further. Akashi did
go to Port Neville on Aug 2 and found it was a very rolly anchorage.

July 29 -Thurston Marine Park - This was a protected anchorage. Seymour Narrows at slack was not a problem.

Aug 4 - Shoal Bay - Because of water shortages this year there
was no water on the docks and no restaurant, only wine and
beer.
Continued on page 8

July 30 - Blind Channel Marina - Moorage and the restaurant

Upcoming Events
Winter Meeting
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club
Saturday, April 10, 2010
3:00pm - Executive Meeting - RVYC
5:00pm - Happy Hour - no host bar
6:00pm - Dinner
7:00pm - Speaker - details below
7:45pm - Raffle
Organizer - Mike McGaw

Mike is also working on a visit to the Vancouver Maritime Museum - more details to come.
For those who would like to stay over, Mary Ellen is trying to arrange with the Inn at False Creek-Quality Inn for a group rate.
Inn at False Creek-Quality Inn
1335 Howe Street, Vancouver V6Z 1R7.
Tel 604-682-0229
toll-free direct is 1-800-663-8474.

For more details of upcoming events, periodically consult the website at www.cswest.ca

Our speaker is Dr Ron Clowes, a professor emeritus at the University of British Columbia. He was
the Director of Project Lithoprobe, a Canada
wide experiment between 1984 and 2005, which
studied the development of our continent. This
$100M project, involving about 1000 scientists, was
the first three dimensional mapping of the land and
coastal regions, including Vancouver Island, down to
a depth of 100 km.
The title of Ron's talk is "South-western British
Columbia -- A Tectonic Factory for Earthquakes and Tsunamis". Ron will focus on the

"whys and wherefores" of earthquakes and tsunamis
in South West BC, with information about past
mega-earthquakes in the region and what we can say
about the future. The talk will be well illustrated with
sub sea and surface images plus information about
mega-earthquakes and tsunamis, how we know about
ones going back thousands of years and what the
future might hold.
Ron is a native of Calgary and has a PhD in Geophysics from the University of Alberta. He moved to
UBC in 1970. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada and a Member of the Order of Canada.

Schooner Cove Yacht Club Summer Cruise - 2009 - Continued from page 6
Aug 5 & 6 - Big Bay, Stuart Island - Water, laundry and usually
showers. A great swimming lake about 30 minutes walk from
the marina. Well stocked store. The restaurants are across
the rapids.

Aug 11 - Westview - Good showers, water, hydro, restaurant and stores including a beautiful new Quality Foods
Store.
Aug 12 - Pender Harbour - Good pub.

Aug 7 & 8 - Refuge Cove and Squirrel Cove - Refuge has a
good store, water and power; for three boats only. Squirrel
Cove is a good protected anchorage.
Aug 9 & 10 - Gorge Harbour Marina - Brand new docks, pool,
hot tub, bar-b-q area and store. Showers need updating. Restaurant is great. You need reservations for the docks and the
restaurant. Pricey but worth it.

We were fortunate to have great weather for the first two
weeks. When we did have strong winds and rain we were
tied up in a good marina, Gorge Harbour. All together a
great trip with a great group of people.
Barb Geise
Blue Lagoon

Other Upcoming Events in 2010
Spring Rendezvous
Ganges - May 21- 24

Fall Rendezvous

Mini Rendezvous
Port Browning - July 17

Telegraph Harbour,
Thetis Island
September 10 - 12

Squirrel Cove, Desolation Sound
August 1

Fall Dinner

Montague Harbour - South side
August 28

Sidney North Saanich Yacht Club
November 6

Technical Issues and Courses
For the Spring Rendezvous
Should you have any technical questions you would like addressed, please notify Bob Lord, our Technical Guru at
roblord@telus.net so that he can carry out any research necessary prior to the rendezvous.
In addition, if you are aware of any boating related courses that you think may be of general interest to the membership,
please bring them to Bob’s attention.

Late Breaking News - Welcome to New Members
Frank & Colleen Eadie

Saracen(36T)

Otter Bay

604-734-5141

feadie@shawbiz.ca

Your CS Yacht Owners West

Newsletter of CS Yacht
Owners West

CS West is published three times a
year in Spring, Summer and Fall.
Please send your contributions to the
Editor:
David Cohen,
3441 Bonair Place,
Victoria BC V8P 4V5
Phone: (250) 592-5484
E-mail: dgcohen@telus.net

2009-10 Executive
Commodore:
Vice-Commodore:
Membership/Historian:
Treasurer:
Newsletter:
Technical:
Rafflemaster:
Webmaster:

Mary Ellen Spinar
John Taylor
Stephanie Greer
Barbara Giese
David Cohen
Bob Lord
Mike McGaw
Don Grovestine

360-779-5604
250-729-0109
250-656-4200
250-468-7680
250-592-5484
250-717-3703
604-877-1727
250-386-1783

Website: http://www.cswest.ca

Membership Renewal Reminder
Our membership fee has remained unchanged at $25 since 1997.
Please send a cheque for $25 made out to CS Yacht Owners West to:
Stephanie Greer, 37-1255 Wain Rd, North Saanich, B.C. V8L 4R4
If you are uncertain as to whether or not you have renewed, contact me at smgreer@shaw.ca or 250-656-4200.
Many thanks to those who have already renewed.
Stephanie Greer, Membership Secretary, CS West

Please Patronize Our Supporters
Currently, five West Coast chandleries offer discounts
ranging up to 15% to CS West members. They are:
• Steveston Marine at all its lower mainland stores
(you’ll have to be on their mailing list to receive the
discount - see the website)
• Massey’s Marine Supply in Ladner,
• All Bay Marine in Sidney
• Waypoint Marine in Sidney, and
• The Harbour Chandler in Nanaimo.
As well, CS West members are entitled to a 10% discount at:

• Quadrant Marine Institute in Sidney off its seminars
and at-home courseware,
• JM Marine Canvas in Victoria off all its canvas products
and services, and
• UK Halsey Sailmakers in Sidney off all goods and services, including specials.
Finally, HUB International TOS insurance brokers in
North Vancouver offers the best marine insurance package available at a very competitive price.
Please refer to the website for the latest list of supporters and, whenever possible, patronize them.

