
Our thirteenth CS/Quanta spring rendezvous 
was held at the Ganges Marina,  Saltspring Is-
land, from May 15-18.  Boats represented were 
Blue Heron, Blue Lagoon, Cashelmara, Driftaway, 
FarFetch, Deckadance, first morning, Heron. Ke-
wao,  Musashi, Quantum Leap, Polaris,  Rosmond, 
Sloop Therapy, Summer Ours, Whistler 1, and 
Wind Dancer. 
 
Two other CS's were there for the annual 
Around Saltspring Island race.  Hushwings(40)  
left the dock at 9am Saturday morning and re-
turned at 6am Sunday morning.  She placed 
third in her division. There was very little wind.    
Nina (formerly Saturnina) was acting as a 
mother ship to some others involved in the 
race.  Jeunesse III (40) and Gybing Miss Gemmie 
(27) also participated in the race. 
 

Falcon(33)  arrived on Sunday and anchored 
out . Leo Routledge visited us on the dock. 
 
First time attendees were: Sue Hoover who 
singlehanded from Port Townsend in Quantum 
Leap (28).  She has returned to sailing with 
enthusiasm in the last few years and has al-
ready been offshore in another boat while 
learning new sailing skills. She admired the 
glossy finish on the hull of Summer Ours (the 
other Quanta there) and got advice from Bob 
Lord on that.  Norm Smyth helped her fix her 
autohelm - now named Tim. The other first 
timers were Craig and Alison Meredith,  the 
new owners of Rosmond (36) based at the 
Maple Bay Yacht Club.  They checked out the 
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CS Rendezvous - Ganges 

Commodore’s Corner 
Hi All, hope you had a great summer cruising 
wherever.  Don and I finally got out on Wind 
Dancer for nearly six weeks and the weather 
cooperated for almost the whole time!  We 
headed up to Desolation Sound to meet 
friends on their new powerboat - sadly an-
other sailor bites the dust!  However it is a 
lovely boat and we enjoyed the space during 
happy hours and dinners.  They had been for-
tunate enough to score oysters, clams and 
salmon so we only had to provide the 
prawns!   
 
Then it was back to the Gulf Islands for the 
Montague mini-rendezvous – 6 boats showed 
up for that including new members Peter and 
Yvonne Vandergugten in Coast Wanderer. Wel-
come again!!  This was sadly, Carsten and 

Stephanie’s last cruise in Polaris before turning 
her over to new members, Ron and Linda 
Windrim.  We hope Carsten and Stephanie  
will continue to attend rendezvous by car 
whenever possible. 
 
Our next mission was to negotiate Dodd Nar-
rows for the 3rd time to meet Tom and Pam 
Shenton in Nanaimo for the Gulf Yacht Club 
salmon bake on Newcastle Island.  We have 
never been to Newcastle and found it delight-
ful: we will go back again when it isn’t rain-
ing!!  Tom and Pam are looking forward to 
returning next month to Mexico and their 
CS36T Kewao which has been riding out the 
heat and hurricanes in Mazatlan.  They have 
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                              CS Rendezvous - Ganges - Continued from page 1  
other CS 36T's and were given all kinds of advice.   Dick 
Duffley worked with Craig to fix some problems with the 
head.  Alison was told that a former owner, Bob Bayers, was 
known for his fish chowder at rendezvous.  Alison will see 
what she can do about upholding that tradition. 

 
The weather cooperated and we had sunshine most of the 
weekend. Those that arrived on Friday gathered for a happy 
hour on the dock in the afternoon.  On Saturday morning 
most of us took the opportunity to visit the Farmers Market 
and to wander around Ganges.  Carsten and I had coffee 
with Bill Earle,  a past owner and CS group founding mem-
ber, and his wife Susan, at their beautifully renovated Ganges 
condo.  We sat on their deck and watched the boats passing.      
 
The swap meet was held in mid afternoon followed by a dis-
cussion of boating problems and solutions led by Norm 
Smyth.   This melded into happy hour followed by a deli-
cious, but messy, crab feast.   John and Sylvia Taylor and 
their guest Ann McIntosh had organized picking up the crab 
and making salads.  Tom Shenton took on the crab cooking 
job, as in the past.  We celebrated Mary Ellen's birthday with 
a cake that was not quite big enough to go around. After 
dinner Tom and Pam told the tale of their trip to Mexico in 

Kewao and their experiences while there.  They have left Kewao 

in Mazatlan but plan to return to Mexico in the autumn.  

On Sunday morning,  Mary Ellen Spinar, our Commodore, led the 
annual general meeting over coffee and muffins.   We were re-
minded of upcoming events, and discussed raffle and rendezvous 
formats. Bob Lord volunteered to be our new technical advisor.   
Mike McGaw then held the raffle of marine items and most mem-
bers won something. A few boats left on Sunday.  Those who 
stayed went for a walk led by Norm; shopped or socialized and 
then went for dinner at the Harbour House restaurant. 
 
Graham Williams (Sloop Therapy) even took part in a wildlife res-
cue mission on Sunday afternoon.  While Graham and Nancy 
were out kayaking, they noticed a Canada goose which appeared 
to have a broken wing.  Nancy called the wildlife people who met 
Graham on the dock with a big net and a cage.  A volunteer and 
Graham successfully netted the bird from his dinghy. 
 
Many thanks to John Taylor and Mary Ellen Spinar for organizing 
another successful rendezvous. 
 
 
Stephanie Greer 
CS 36T Polaris 
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                              Commodore’s Corner  - Continued from page 1  

really enjoyed their first year cruising and are eager to revisit 
some spots down south and to get into the Sea of Cortez this 
winter. 
 
The final rendezvous of the season was at Telegraph Harbour 
on the 11th of Sept.  This had to be the best weekend of the 
whole summer, shorts and sandals were the uniform of the 
day.  With 21 boats attending and several owners driving in, we 
had a full house.  Ron Windrim was spotted polishing Polaris so 
it looks like Carsten chose his buyer wisely!!! Due to a sched-
uling problem with the pavilion, we moved the breakfast to Sat. 
am and had cinnamon buns on Sunday.  This worked well for 
the boats needing to leave early and got John and Sylvia’s boat 
unloaded much sooner! 
 
Many thanks to the Taylors for a wonderful rendezvous! 

Heading home, there were a few hurdles: one being the need to 
convince Homeland Security to let us back into the States with-
out our passports! Then crossing the Straits of Juan de Fuca 
(have I mentioned how much I hate that stretch of water?) we 
had FOG again!  This time we had an up close and personal en-
counter with a 440 foot freighter that we never saw or heard 
(Thank god for the AIS).  After the fog lifted, we motored on to 
Port Townsend where we are hauled out awaiting the installation 
of a radar dome, chartplotter and weather module.  We may be 
slow but we do finally learn. 
 
I hope to see you all at Sidney on Nov. 7.   John Taylor and 
Norm Smyth are working on a great tour for us so stay tuned 
for more information as it becomes available. 
 
Mary Ellen, Wind Dancer 36T    
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Upcoming Events 

Winter Meeting 
 

Royal Vancouver Yacht Club 
 

Boat Show weekend - Sat., April 10, 2010 
 
 

3:00pm - Executive Meeting 
 
5:00pm - Happy Hour (no host bar) 
 
6:00pm - Dinner 
 
7:00pm - Speaker—To be arranged 
 
Raffle 
 
Organizer - Mike McGaw 

Fall Meeting - Sidney  

November 7, 2009, North Saanich YC 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5:00pm - Happy Hour (no host bar) 
 
6:00pm - Dinner 
 
Speaker - To be arranged 
 
Raffle 
 
Organiser - Stephanie Greer 
 

For more details of upcoming events, periodically consult the website at www.cswest.ca 

New Members 

A warm welcome to all our new members: 
 
 
 
Kevin & Lynne Chilvers  Verdia II(36)  Maple Bay Marina  250-929-1422 klchilvers@shaw.ca 
 
Klaus & Gundi Grosse  Secondwind(36)  Maple Bay Marina  250-746-8041 gkgrosse@shaw.ca 
 
Mark Hamilton & 
 Judy Roche  Niamh(33)  Lynwood  604-961-1064 mh-arch@shaw.ca 
 
Vatch Verevanian & 
 Antonia Haughton Alatus(30)  Thunderbird Marina 604-323-3035 vatchey@gmail.com 
 
Ron & Linda Windram  Polaris(36)  Schooner Cove  250-468-7563 windrim@telus.net 
 
David Heaney & 
 Khim Tung  Alexandria(33)  RVYC Jericho  604-605-0495 dicomdave@ 
            hotmail.com 
 
Brent & Katherine Rindal  Amoraes(36T)  Shilshole Bay Marina   brindal@cisco.com 
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                                         CS Mini Rendezvous  
 
Squirrel Cove - August 1 
Polaris,  Katana 
 
We usually can count on four or five boats at Squirrel Cove.  
This year there were two. Carsten and I were almost resigned 
to drinking our gin and tonics alone when Peter Valkenburg 
and Connie Nicolaison  arrived in their new (for them) CS 40 
Katana.  They had sold their CS 33 by the same name (now 
renamed Niamh and located a CS 40 in Ontario.  We had an 
enjoyable, and no longer lonely, happy hour together and then 
admired their roomy CS 40.  This was the first rendezvous for 
Peter and Connie. 

 
Montague Harbour - August 29 
Coast Wanderer, Gadgets, Heron, Polaris, Sloop Therapy, Summer 
Snow, Wind Dancer 
 
The continuing sunny weather resulted in a record turnout of 
seven CSs.  Those of us that had arrived by Saturday morning 
met and went for a walk around the point.  The tide was out 
so a good part of our time was spent on the beach.  We had 
thirteen people for happy hour; most of them in our cockpit.  .  
It can be done! Heron did raft up to Polaris to provide overflow 
room. In mid happy hour, we noticed that the weight of two 
boats was making us drag towards Summer Snow.  The many 
skippers  cooperated to successfully re-anchor the rafted 
boats.  This was the first mini for Peter and Yvonne Vandergug-
ten of Coast Wanderer. 
 
Since Polaris was being handed over to her new owners on the 
Monday,  we were treated to a horn blast and salute by Gra-
ham Williams on Sloop Therapy as we departed on Sunday 
morning. Carsten and I will greatly miss being out on the water 
with our friends from CS West. 
 
Stephanie Greer 
ex Polaris 

There were three mini rendezvous this summer.  These are 
scheduled at popular anchorages. Boats that turn up get to-
gether for happy hour and any other activities that they choose 
to organize among themselves.  Sometimes they end up buddy 
boating  together for several days.  We never know how many 
boats will come.  Numbers can vary every year at the different 
locations.  One boat usually agrees to make an effort to be 
there as host.    
 
Clam Bay -  July 10 

Heron, Polaris, Sloop Therapy,  Whistler 1 
 
Kathie and Bob Thompson in Heron were having engine prob-
lems and arrived with the aid of the dinghy lashed to the side.  
They rafted to Polaris and Bob attempted to locate the prob-
lem. Graham and Nancy Williams in Sloop Therapy  had lost 
their dinghy (never found) and were relying on their kayaks for 
transportation back and forth.   Dick and Marianne Duffley 
arrived with their son, Eric.  The CS group has watched Eric 
grow from a young boy to a man as he has often accompanied 
his parents on Whistler 1.  We all had a very hot happy hour 
aboard Polaris.  There was not a puff of  cooling breeze.  
Marianne and Eric later went for a  refreshing dip in Clam Bay. 
 
 

 
We all went our separate ways on Sunday morning.   A strong 
south easterly wind blew up. Polaris sped up to Dodd Narrows 
at over seven knots on a tiny hanky of foresail and arrived early 
for slack.  Sloop Therapy had a very uncomfortable motor run 
south to Montague.   The engine started on Heron but gave up 
after a short distance.   Bob and Kathie tacked all the way back 
to the Sidney North Saanich Marina.  When the wind de-
creased somewhat,  they again attached the dinghy with motor 
and managed to manoeuvre themselves safely back into their 
slip without requesting assistance. 
 

 

 



Newsletter of CS Yacht 
Owners West 

Currently, five West Coast chandleries offer discounts 
ranging up to 15% to CS West members. They are: 
• Steveston Marine at all its lower mainland stores 
(you’ll have to be on their mailing list to receive the 
discount - see the website) 

• Massey’s Marine Supply in Ladner, 
• All Bay Marine in Sidney 
• Waypoint Marine in Sidney, and 

• The Harbour Chandler in Nanaimo. 

As well, CS West members are entitled to a 10% dis-
count at: 

CS West is published three times a 

year in Spring, Summer and Fall. 

Please send your contributions to the 

Editor:  

David Cohen,  
3441 Bonair Place  

Victoria BC  V8P 4V5 
Phone:  (250) 592-5484 

E-mail: dgcohen1@telus.net 

Your CS Yacht Owners West  

2009-10 Executive 

 Commodore:  Mary Ellen Spinar  360-779-5604 

 Vice-Commodore:  John Taylor  250-729-0109 

 Membership/Historian:  Stephanie Greer  250-656-4200 

 Treasurer:  Barbara Giese  250-468-7680 

 Newsletter:  David Cohen 250-592-5484 

 Technical:  Bob Lord  250-717-3703 
 Rafflemaster:  Mike McGaw 604-877-1727                 

                 Webmaster:   Don Grovestine      250-386-1783 

Website: http://www.cswest.ca 

Please Patronize Our Supporters 

• Quadrant Marine Institute in Sidney off its seminars 
and at-home courseware, 

• JM Marine Canvas in Victoria off all its canvas products 
and services, and 

• UK Halsey Sailmakers in Sidney off all goods and ser-

vices, including specials. 

Finally, HUB International TOS insurance brokers in 
North Vancouver offers the best marine insurance pack-
age available at a very competitive price.   
Please refer to the website for the latest list of support-
ers and, whenever possible, patronize them. 

Bitter End 
Where has the summer gone? Here it is Fall already and the 

summer edition of the newsletter is only just coming out. To 

those of you who have been checking your email “in” boxes 

or looking at the website each day in anticipation of the news-

letter, I apologize. 

 

Looking at the photos and reading the accounts of the rendez-

vous as I’ve been editing, I can see we’ve missed some great 

events. Although we spent five weeks on the boat in the com-

pany of various friends this summer, unfortunately neither 

time nor place seemed to find us where the CS action was. 

We’ll try to do better next year. 

 

Stephanie and Carsten, you are going to be greatly  

greatly missed out on the water. However we’ll  undoubtedly 

continue to see you at the various events and continue to bene-

fit from your experience in boating and in making the CS group 

such a success. 

 

Stephanie, you have done a yeoman job in providing coverage 

of the rendezvous both in print and in photos. Thank you, and 

thank you too, to John and Mary Ellen for your contributions to 

the newsletter. 

 

Finally, I would like to encourage all of you to provide us with 

accounts and photos of your boating experiences; including 

things you have learned, even if it is the hard way. Whatever 

was the outcome of Heron’s engine problems? 


